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“Athens owed to the plague the beginnings of a statef unprecedeated
lawlessness. No fear of god or law of man had a restraining infience. As fo
the gods, it seemed to be the same thing whethereoworshippedthem or not,
when one saw the good and the bad dying indiscrimately. As for offences

against human law, no one expected to live long amgh to be braught to trial
and punished..”

ThucydidesHistory of the Peloponnesian WaWiddlesex: Penguin, 1954: 15



“The plague represented the apotheosis of thig
threat of disease.. Immediate and summary
action now seemed imperative. Policy
Initiatives which had once seemed impolitic
now seemed indispensable; those which
seemed to lie beyond the capacity of the staté
suddenly fell within its grasp and no effort or
expense was to be spared. Intervention in a
style which was considered unthinkable

before was now seriously pursued.

Rajnarayan Chandavarkar, "Plague Panic and Epidemic
Politics in India, 1896-1914," ikpidemics and Ideas: Essays
on the Historical Perception of Pestilenasl. Terence
Ranger and Paul Slack (New York: Cambridge Univgrsi
Press, 1992), p. 213.
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